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Welcome to the Black and Gold, brought to 

you by the Wanaque Middle School 

Newspaper Club! Our newspaper includes all 

different types of reports that we wanted to 

share with the middle school staff and 

students in our school. The newspaper staff 

has worked very hard on the paper and hope 

to fill you in on all the recent events going 

on in our school, such as new teacher 

interviews, sports, clubs, and events. On 

each page, you will find a quote, a school 

meme, or a brainteaser. The answer to the 

brainteasers are on the final page. We plan 

on releasing multiple issues this school year, 

with our second edition coming this April. 

Enjoy reading our paper, and Happy New 

Year!

 

By: Samiksha Athreya and Amelia Marotta
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“ Work Hard, Be Kind and Amazing Things Will Happen.” - Conan O’Brien 1



The votes are in, the suspense is building… 

Who won the election? Who ran? Who are they? 

Well, the Black and Gold has your answers!

 

The Student Council President is Thomas Castiglia. 

He enjoys helping our community and school. He is 

in 8th grade and is looking forward to being 

president. Thomas wants to assure that everyone has 

just as great of a school year as his last one will be!

 

The Vice President is Noelle Santana. She is a 7th 

grader who is involved in several activities, such as 

softball, and she a cheerleader for the Wanaque 

Warrior football team. Noelle also enjoys spending 

time with her peers and being helpful to anyone she 

can during her free time.

 

Next, we have Jeffrey LaCouture, an 8th grader, as 

treasurer. Jeffrey has had a great experience at 

Wanaque and will do a great job as treasurer. Jeffrey 

enjoys playing sports during his free time, and we 

wish him luck! 

 

Working with Jeffrey will be Wanaque School’s 

secretary, Jonathan Suszko. Jonathan is in 7th grade 

and focuses hard on his studies. He has an 

important responsibility in student council and can’t 

wait to begin!

 

In conclusion, this race was very tight and Wanaque 

School is so proud of all of the participants who ran 

in the race. We hope the Student Council has a great 

year and we wish them all the best of luck. 

 

 

By: Emily Becker and Laiana Anderson

Student Council Updates

Wanaque School Student Council

Feed me and it will give me life. But give me a drink, and I will die. What am I?

          For some people sports are a cornerstone in 

their school life. Sports can teach discipline, hard 

work and determination. In Wanaque, sports are a 

very important aspect of our community. This is how 

a few of our teams did this past fall.

 

Football

          This year, the Wanaque 7th and 8th grade 

team went to the playoffs. Their families were super 

excited and so were the players. But they were very 

upset at the end of the game when they did not win. 

All of the players and the cheerleaders worked very 

hard this season, and they all did a great job.  On the 

other hand, the 6th grade boys did not have as 

successful as a season as the older boys. 

Unfortunately, they did not make it to the  playoffs. 

In the end, they all worked as hard as they could 

this season, and that's all that matters. 

 

Soccer

            This year Wanaque’s  soccer team Ambush 

had a very exciting season. Coming out second in 

their league, they were extremely successful. The 

team was relatively happy with this result, as they 

had to win their last 3 games to clinch the position.

 

 

By: Lisa Star, Abby Lane, and Nicholas 

Imbasciani

Wanaque Sports Update
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Wanaque Warrior Football Team during a 
parade. Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Cory Harrington.



The Wanaque and Haskell Soccer Coaches held a 

special Breast Cancer awareness game this past fall. 

Most of the coaches from travel and recreational 

soccer donated their time to play for the cause. We 

are so thankful for the large group of people who 

decided to participate. After the game, the survivors 

who attended made speeches about their experience 

and how they won their battle. This game included 

many coaches who the Wanaque and Haskell 

community know so well, such as Coach Rob, Coach 

CK, Coach Rich, Coach Frank, Coach Lochli, Coach 

Fred, and Coach Tony. The game is all about fun for 

a good cause and was such a blast to attend. I truly 

see it as a not only a great event for the community 

but also a way to bring the community together.

 

By: Laiana Anderson and Emily Becker

Wanaque and Haskell 
Breast Cancer Awareness 

Coaches Game
The U13 girls team was successful against Butler on 

October 14, winning 2-0. They were a tough team to 

play against, especially with no subs. Despite that, 

these girls stayed strong and worked together as a 

team.

 On November 25 the girls had another win, 5-0, 

against Summit. The opposing team had many 

opportunities to score, but Wanaque's defensive 

backs held strong.

 The Wanaque team had 2 guest players from 

Ringwood during this game, one of which scored 2 of 

the 5 goals. They also had another guest player from 

the U11 team. They needed these extra players 

because without them they would have had only 9 

players, and would have had to forfeit.

This game was a big win and tied our team for 4th 

place. Next season is on its way and we are looking 

forward to it.

 

By: Laiana Anderson and Emily Becker

U13 Wanaque Girls soccer 
team take their win

“ Be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.”- Maya Angelou

Girls Soccer Team during the Breast 
Cancer Awareness Game. There are 

four Breast Cancer survivors in the front 
row wearing pink

The U13 girls soccer team during a 
match this past fall.
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Image courtesy of Hulu.com

 

Recently, I watched the show, Marvel’s Runaways. 

The show is a Hulu Original that started on 

November 21st, 2017, and is currently in its second 

season, with the first episode premiering on 

December 21st.  Runaways is based off the Marvel 

comics, Runaways by Brian K. Vaughan. The show 

stars Ariela Barer, Virginia Gardner, Lyrica Okano, 

Gregg Sulkin, Rhenzy Feliz, and Allegra Acosta. 

Let’s start the review!

 

To start with, Marvel’s Runaways is about a group of 

teens who realize their parents are supervillains. 

During their discovery, they realize they aren’t safe 

in their own homes and go on the run. Along the 

way, they discover more about themselves while 

trying to expose their parents. The main characters 

are Alex Wilder, the founding member of the 

Runaways. Nico Minoru, she isolates herself from 

her friends and family but is one of the toughest 

members of the Runaways. Karolina Dean, the 

“perfect” girl who wants to pursue her own path. 

Gert Yorkes, the quick-witted, purple haired girl with 

a temper. Chase Stein, a guy who looks like a 

stereotypical jock but is much more. Last but not 

least, Molly Hernandez, the youngest member of the 

Runaways who is very strong-willed. 

 

All in All, I would give Marvel’s Runaways 5 out of 

5 stars. The plot leaves you wanting more and the 

characters are very well-developed. The show is an 

amazing underrated show but I think it deserves 

more views and recognition. Please be sure to ask 

your parents for permission to watch this show, as it 

is rated PG-13.

 

 

 

 

By: Riley Osmanoglu

TV Review: The Runaways

I exist only when there is light, but direct light kills me. What am I?

Were students missing from your class because of 

chorus? On December 12, the Wanaque School 

Chorus held their first performances of the school 

year. The First stop was the Bergen Town Center, a 

mall in Paramus, NJ, where students sang as 

pedestrians walked by doing their holiday shopping. 

After lots of applause, the Chorus got in the bus and 

went to Portobello's Restaurant in Oakland for a 

delicious lunch. After lunch, the chorus had their 

final stop of the day when they sang at the Golden 

Age Club in Wanaque. Overll, the first chorus 

performances were a success!

 

 

 

 

By. Amelia Marotta

Chorus Field Trip

Wanaque Chorus at the Bergen Town 
Center



 

This is an inside look on the world behind the 

teacher’s mask, specifically Ms. Vogel’s. Amelia 

Marotta and Emma van Heerden ask the interesting 

questions that plague their minds.

 

Q: Your favorite song?

 

A: For Good from Wicked and pretty much anything 

by Adele.

 

Q: What is your favorite book?

 

A: My favorite book would be "Go, Dog. Go!" By P.D. 

Eastman. It’s a kid’s book but I love to share it with 

all of my younger classes.

 

Q: Realistic or Cartoon?

 

A: Realistic

 

Q: What is your favorite memory from this school so 

far?

 

A: My favorite memory is the first time I got to come 

into this room and I just saw the huge space that I 

had and I have free reign to do whatever I want, that 

was really exciting. Also, the other day, I had a first 

grade class and I showed them how to use a sharpie 

for the first time. Oh my gosh, that was like my 

favorite day this year so far because they were so 

excited and everyone did it perfectly and they 

followed the directions and they were so excited to 

use a new material. So that’s always exciting sharing 

new things with students.

 

Q: Have you always been interested in art?

 

A: Yes, actually because I was born into an artistic 

family, so, that kind of allowed me to further 

develop the skills I needed to become an art teacher.

By: Emma van Heerden and Amelia Marotta

Inside the Mind of Ms. 
Vogel

Q: What about this school appealed to you?

 

A: Well, originally, I applied to a bunch of schools. 

For example, middle schools, high schools. And, 

what’s interesting was that this school was 

Kindergarten through eighth and I realized I’d be 

able to experience working with both younger and 

older students. So, the age range was kind of 

interesting to me and that’s one of the major reasons 

why I wanted to work here

 Wanaque School Art Teacher, Ms. Vogel

 

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” - Nelson Mandela
5



 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

 

Q: Have you always wanted to become a teacher?

 

A: Basically. I mean- I used to help other kids, for 

example, in first grade I remember helping another 

student with a paper cube. With the tape and paper 

and all that and I used to respect my teachers so 

much, I kind of idolized them. So, I just thought it 

was so cool, I wanted to be like them.

 

Q:How does mural work?

 

A: For starters, Mural is kind of a legacy project. It 

gives the eighth graders a chance to leave their last 

mark before they leave. It’s also a collaborative 

design that both the teacher and students work 

together to form and create. Eighth graders have to 

attend one meeting, doesn’t matter if it’s in the 

morning or the afternoon. If they don’t, they just 

don’t get to put their name on the wall, which takes 

away from the whole legacy concept.

 

Q: Finally, what is your favorite thing about your 

job?

 

A: My favorite thing about my job would be building 

relationships with students and teachers. I can help 

students further their abilities and get to know them 

while we work and, it’s just really inspiring to see 

them get creative and add their own touch to each 

thing that they create. Overall, I just really enjoy 

working in the space that I’m in and seeing the kids 

come alive in their artwork. 

 

A big thank you to Ms. Vogel for letting us take time 

out of her day to get an inside look on what she 

feels about their job and the environment around 

them!

Ms. Krajewski is a new middle school Language Arts 

teacher here at Wanaque Elementary School who 

students have gotten to know since September. Ms. 

Krajewski is from Park Ridge, NJ and went to New 

York University for her Bachelor's Degree and 

Montclair State University for her Master's Degree. 

Ms. Krajewski  has been a teacher for 4 years, and 

she is always telling  funny stories from her old 

school, which was the Joseph Kushner Academy in 

Livingston, NJ. 

 

When asked why she wanted to be a Language Arts 

teacher, Ms. Krajewski said “I loved school, and 

Language Arts made me feel like myself.” When 

asked what her favorite thing is about being a 

Language Arts teacher, she replied "Reading 

powerful literature with my students". Her favorite 

book is "Sense and Sensibility" by Jane Austen, and 

her favorite movie is "The Princess Bride"  

 

When she isn't teaching students at Wanaque 

School, Ms. Krajewski likes yoga, football, 

basketball, and listening to R&B and Hip Hop Music. 

In the summer when school is out, Ms. Krajewski 

enjoys spending the whole day at the beach!. We are 

so happy to have Ms. Krajewski here with us at 

Wanaque School, and she said her favorite thing 

about our school is the sense of community. She is 

excited to see her students succeed and grow with 

confidence, and we are looking forward to a great 

school year with her!

By: Amelia Marotta

Introducing... Ms. 
Krajewski!

 “ If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours!” - Dolly Parton 6

Language Arts Teacher Ms. Krajewski



The National Junior Honor Society, as the members 

already know, have been going to the Wanaque 

Center for disabled patients for years. They buy, 

wrap, and give gifts to the patients, but since the 

children have been sick, the NJHS could not go this 

year. This setback created a new debate about where 

to go, and students came up with two ideas. The first 

idea was to go to the local food pantry and help, and 

the second idea was to go to a nearby children's 

home. In the end, NJHS members, including Mrs. 

Mauro, have thought that the food pantry is a great 

replacement trip.

            “I think the food pantry- I think it’s a 

change, something a little different but still supports 

a great cause. I think everyone would be able to get 

equally involved.” says Morgan Uhlhorn, who is an 

NJHS member. It has been discussed that if they 

were to go to the food pantry, it would be a shorter 

ride and would be helping just as much. The NJHS 

members still bought and gave the gifts to the 

Wanaque Center patients, and are looking forward to 

their trip to the food pantry sometime this upcoming 

Spring. 

 

By: Megan Szanto

How Can We Help?

It has been decided that there will be no more NJHS 

bagel sales this year, as they will be replaced with 

Popcorn sales. This decision was made because 

popcorn sales have made more money for the NJHS 

than bagel sales. The bagel sales have made about 

$100 each sale, but the popcorn sales have made 

roughly $200 each sale.  This money could be used to 

fund more activities. 

 

Don't worry though- Student Council will be having 

bagel sales this year! Though some people liked that 

the bagel sales were a quick breakfast, the Student 

council will be in charge of them now and NJHS is 

looking forward to selling lots of popcorn this 

school year!

By: Megan Szanto

No More Bagel Sales

L I B R A R Y  U P D A T E
By: Mr. Paradiso

This school year, the Library is holding a yearlong reading 

competition to help students earn points for Field Day in 

June. This competition is called "The Reading Warrior 

Challenge", and so far it has been a big success! To recap 

for the year so far, the Black team has read a total of 488 

books while the gold team has read a total of 389 books. 

The Black team has earned 30 field day points, while the 

Gold team has earned 10 field day points. Best of luck to 

both teams for the remainder of the School Year. Keep 

reading as much as you can!

 

Another upcoming Library event is our annual Dr. Seuss 

Day celebration. Dr. Seuss day this year will be on Friday, 

March 22nd. The theme for this year will be "Oh, The 

Places You'll Go", which is one of the most famous Dr. 

Seuss stories. There is a new station set to premiere this 

year, along with an all new craft! We cannot wait until 

March!

The Reading Warrior Challenge Wall

I get wet when drying. What am I? 7
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This year, the Drama Production will be High School 

Musical Junior, The show is set to take place on 

March 22nd and March 23rd. Auditions are taking 

place this month, but below is a preview of what to 

expect from the show and the main characters! 

 

“Disney Channel's smash hit movie musical comes to 

life in Disney’s High School Musical JR. Troy, 

Gabriella and the students of East High must deal 

with issues of love, friends and family while 

balancing their classes and extracurricular 

activities. It’s the first day after winter break at East 

High. The Jocks, Brainiacs, Thespians and Skater 

Dudes all find their cliques. Basketball team captain 

and resident jock, Troy, discovers that the brainy 

Gabriella, a girl he met singing karaoke on his ski 

trip, has just enrolled at East High. The couple 

causes an uproar when they decide to audition for 

the high school musical. Although many students are 

upset by this, Troy and Gabriella’s performance 

might just open the door for others to shine as well.”

 

-Summary via mtishows.com

 

 

 

By: Noelle Santana

Wanaque School PTA 
Presents... High School 

Musical Junior!

 

Below are the main characters! Stay tuned to our 

next issue to see which Wanaque School Students 

land each role!

 

Troy Bolton, the most popular kid at East High, is 

the star of the basketball team who yearns to be 

more than what people want him to be. Troy 

discovers he loves to sing, but is afraid to admit it to 

his friends. 

 

 

Gabriella Montez, the new girl at East High, is 

extremely smart. She met Troy over Winter Break, 

and convinces him to try out for the musical.

 

 

Sharpay Evans has been the lead in every school 

musical since Kindergarten. She is president of the 

Drama Club, and upset that Troy and Gabriella try 

out for the musical.

 

 

Ryan Evans is Sharpay's twin brother, He loves 

singing and dancing, but is often bossed around by 

Sharpay.

 

 

Coach Bolton is Troy's father and coach of the 

Wildcat Basketball Team. He is upset when Troy 

tries out for the musical instead of focusing on 

Basketball. 

 

 

Ms. Darbus is the Drama teacher for East High, and 

is surprised when Troy and Gabriella try out for the 

Drama Production.

 

Chad Danforth is Troy's best friend who wants to 

win the Basketball Championship more than 

anything. He doesn't understand why Troy would 

want to try out for the Musical.

 

We hope that everyone is excited to see this 

production brought to life by the Wanaque School 

students and PTA!

 

 

 

 

Mary's father has 5 daughters which are Nana, Nene, Nini, and Nono. What is the 5th 
daughter's name? 8



T H E  M E M E  R E V I E W
By: Ismael Jimenez, Jalen Del Rio, 

and Nicholas Imbasciani

“ Every accomplishment starts with the decision to try” - Unknown 9



W A N A Q U E  S C H O O L  
W O R D  S E A R C H

By: Vincent D'Orilia

I only increase and can never decrease. What am I? 10



“ Believe you can & you’re halfway there.” -T. Roosevelt
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Brainteaser Answers:

 

Pg. 2- Fire

Pg. 4- A Shadow

Pg. 6- A Towel

Pg. 8- Mary

Pg. 10- A Person's Age
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